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» EPFO Allows 100% Provident Fund Withdrawal Under New Rules

In a landmark reform, the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO) has
simplified and liberalised its withdrawal rules, allowing over 7 crore subscribers to

now withdraw up to 100% of their eligible provident fund (PF) balance. The new

guidelines were approved by the Central Board of Trustees (CBT) on October, 2025,

under the chairmanship of Union Labour Minister Mansukh Mandaviya.
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» India’s Female Workforce Participation Rises to 42% in 202324

India has recorded a remarkable increase in female workforce participation, a key

indicator of gender inclusion and economic progress. According to the Ministry of

Labour and Employment, the Female Labour Force Participation Rate (FLFPR) has ch
risen from 23% in 2017-18 to around 42% in 2023-24. This surge marks a major " i
transformation in India’s labour landscape and positions the country as a leader in

women’s economic inclusion among BRICS nations.
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» US and Middle East Leaders Sign Declaration to End Gaza War

In a landmark diplomatic move, U S President Donald Trump joined with leaders of

Egypt, Qatar, and Turkey to sign a joint declaration supporting a ceasefire and peace

plan for Gaza. The agreement was reached during the Sharm El-Sheikh Summit in

Egypt as part of efforts to end the two-year war between Israel and Hamas and lay

the groundwork for reconstruction and stability.
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» Dan Katz Appointed IMF’s First Deputy Managing Director

On October, 2025, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) Executive Board
approved the appointment of Dan Katz as its First Deputy Managing Director,
effective October, 2025. The nomination, put forward by IMF Managing Director

Kristalina Georgieva, comes at a critical time as the global economy navigates

through complex transformations in trade, inflation, and geopolitical shifts.
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» 11th Asian Aquatics Championships in Ahmedabad Concluded

India made sporting history by hosting the 11th Asian Aquatics Championships for
the first time on October, 2025, at the Veer Savarkar Sports Complex, Ahmedabad,

Gujarat. The event marked a significant milestone, being only the second time South

Asia has hosted this prestigious aquatics meet. With over 1,100 athletes from 29
countries, the championships brought global attention to India’s aquatic potential and

organizational capabilities.
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» Telangana Leads India in UPI Usage Intensity: RBI Study

states, according to a new study published in the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
September 2025 bulletin. Using PhonePe transaction data as a proxy for Unified

Telangana has emerged as the leader in UPI transaction intensity among Indian
Payments Interface (UPI) usage, the study highlights the growing shift towards l

digital payments, especially in southern and western India.
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» Remuneration for State Finance Commission Chairman

The Tamil Nadu government has increased the monthly pay of the State Finance

Commission Chairman from 6,500 to ¥2.25 lakh. The revision comes four months

after the constitution of the Seventh State Finance Commission. An amendment
was made to the Tamil Nadu State Finance Commission Chairman and Other .
Members (Conditions of Service) Rules, 1994.
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